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My Dog Rex 
This book is dedicated to my dog Rex. I loved him so much. 
My Dog Rex 
Do you have a dog? I do. This story is about my dog Rex. It was a cold night, and my grandpa was 
coming to my house. When he got to the door, he said, “I have a surprise for you.” He went to the trunk 
of his car and took out a furry object. He got to the door, and in his right hand was a dog on a leash.  
I was shocked! A brown, lovely dog. I jumped around like crazy. We named him Rex. We had him for 
three weeks. Until he ran away. Then one day a man said that my dog died. I cried and cried, but I felt 
better when I got a new dog. Have you ever loved a pet? 

 
 

Ways to Use this Sample during Writing Instruction 
 To show how to develop both the inner story and the external events. What did the writer feel 
or wonder when Rex disappeared? 

 To show how writers write about emotional events in their lives. 
Questions to Consider in Study Groups 
How could you push this writer to focus only on one small moment? How would this change the piece? 
Narrative 
Elements 

This short piece communicates a lot of feeling. The writer establishes  
a sequence of events with attention to pacing. 

Narrative 
Strategies 

The writer talks directly to readers by asking questions. 

Conventions Syntax and Vocabulary 
The writer uses a variety of sentence lengths. The language is 
sophisticated in places—“brown lovely dog.” 
Spelling 
This piece has been edited for spelling. 
Punctuation 
This piece has been edited for conventions. The writer uses periods, 
exclamation points, and question marks appropriately. 


